
RTV NZ CHAIRPERSON’S ANNUAL REPORT – 21 JUNE 2025 

 

HERE IS MY REPORT, AS CHAIRMAN, AS AN OVERVIEW OF WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE WITH ROCK THE 

VOTE NZ OVER THE LAST YEAR SINCE OUR PREVIOUS AGM. 

A LOT HAS HAPPENED ON THE RTV NZ JOURNEY OVER THE PAST 11 MONTHS WITH A NUMBER OF 

UNFORSEEN TWISTS & TURNS. 

ONE THING THAT RTV HAS BEEN PASSIONATE ABOUT & STOOD FOR IS UNITY IN THE FREEDOM 

COMMUNITY AND BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER LIKE-MINDED GROUPS – WHETHER 

POLITICAL OR OTHERWISE. WE HAVE BEEN QUITE SUCCESSFUL WITH THIS – ESPECIALLY FROM THE 

POINT OF VIEW THAT WE HAVEN’T MADE ANY REAL ENEMIES – IN FACT WE HAVE MADE A LOT OF 

REALLY GOOD CONNECTIONS & FRIENDS. 

AT THE END OF AUGUST LAST YEAR RTV WERE INVITED DOWN TO ROTORUA TO ATTEND THE NZ O&F 

PARTY’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE – WHICH INCLUDED THEIR AGM. IT WAS A WONDERFUL WEEKEND 

OF CONNECTING & BONDING -THOUGH IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THEY (AND THEIR PARTY 

PRESIDENT ALLAN SIMMONS IN PARTICULAR) WERE HOPING THAT WE WOULD JOIN THEIR PARTY TO 

GIVE IT A MUCH-NEEDED BOOST & ENERGY. 

WHILE THIS OFFER HAD SOME MERITS (ESPECIALLY THE FACT THE O&F PARTY WERE ALREADY A 

REGISTERED PARTY AND THEY CONSISTENTLY POLLED AROUND 1%) THE COMMITTEE COLLECTIVELY 

DECIDED THAT THAT WASN’T FOR US. 

FOLLOWING ON FROM THAT RTV NZ CREATED A HUB, CALLED THE FREEDOM ALLIANCE, WHICH 

WAS/IS INTENDED TO BE A MEETING PLACE FOR GROUPS TO CONNECT, SHARE IDEAS & HOW TO 

POTENTIALLY WORK TOGETHER – ALWAYS WITH THE 2026 GENERAL ELECTION IN MIND. 

WE HAD TWO IN-PERSON FREEDOM ALLIANCE MEETINGS TOWARDS THE END OF LAST YEAR AND 

ONE LAST MAY. 

GROUPS WHO HAVE ATTENDED ARE RTV NZ, NZ O&F PARTY, REUNITE NZ, DIRECT DEMOCRACY NZ, 

UNIFY NZ, THE DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE, & BRENTON FAITHFUL FROM NZ LOYAL. 

THESE HAVE BEEN REASONABLY SUCCESSFUL FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF BRINGING EVERYONE 

TOGETHER. 

WE PLAN TO HAVE FURTHER FREEDOM ALLIANCE MEETINGS (GUY SLOCUM FROM UNITY NZ WOULD 

LIKE TO BE INVOLVED IN ANY FUTURE MEETINGS) AND THESE ARE LIKELY TO BE HELD MOSTLY BY 

ZOOM. 

ANOTHER THING THAT WE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL AT, IS THAT WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY PUT ON 

EVENTS WITH A NUMBER OF REALLY GOOD SPEAKERS – SUCH AS, ELLIOT IKILEI, BRAD FLUTEY, 

KIRSTEN MURFITT, MARTIN DURTRE, DAVID CHARALAMBOUS, SAFERTECH, MARK QUINN, KARL 

BARKLEY, AS WELL JOHN ALCOCK WITH HIS CRYPTO WORKSHOPS.  

WE ALSO HAVE CONSISTENTLY HELD RTV MOVIE NIGHTS ON A MONTHLY BASIS.  

ALSO, RTV, ALONG WITH REUNITE NZ, JOINTLY HELD A FREEDOM PICNIC AT THE AUCKLAND DOMAIN 

WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF SPEAKERS. WE FELT THIS WAS A GOOD START AND PLAN TO HOLD 

ANOTHER ONE AGAIN NEXT YEAR – WITH IDEAS ON HOW TO IMPROVE & EXPAND IT. 



RTV NZ ARE IN A GOOD PLACE WITH OUR EVENTS AND WE HAVE BUILT A REPUTATION AS BEING 

RELIABLE EVENT ORGANIZERS – SO MUCH SO THAT WE NOW HAVE A WAITING LIST OF SPEAKERS OR 

GROUPS WHO WOULD LIKE US TO PUT EVENTS ON FOR THEM.   

APPARENTLY, WE ARE THE ONLY MINOR POLITICAL GROUP THAT REGULARLY PUTS ON EVENTS. 

WE ALSO HAVE A NUMBER OF ACTIVE SUB-COMMITTEES SUCH AS – 

NATIONAL POLITICS SUB-COMMITTEE LED BY DAYMOND 

LOCAL BODY POLITICS SUB-COMMITTEE LED BY KATHRYN  

WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA SUB-COMMITTEE LED BY ANDREW. 

 

RTV NZ HAVE ALSO MADE A NUMBER OF SUBMISSIONS, BOTH IN ORAL & WRITTEN FORM, FOR THE 

VARIOUS PARLIAMENTARY BILLS THAT HAVE BEEN OPEN TO PUBLIC INPUT & CONSULTATION.  

WITH REGARDS TO MY EARLIER COMMENT THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME TWISTS & TURNS ALONG 

THE WAY, THIS INCLUDES A COUPLE OF FALLEN RTV SOLDIERS.  

EARLIER THIS YEAR WE LOST OUR PARTY LEADER JOHN ALCOCK DUE SOME UNRESOVABLE ISSUES. 

UNFORTUNATELY, BOTH JOHN & RTV LOST OUT – BUT WE HAVE NO HARD OR ILL FEELINGS 

TOWARDS JOHN. WE ARE THANKFUL & GRATEFUL FOR WHAT JOHN CONTRIBUTED TO RTV – WHICH 

WAS QUITE A LOT ACTUALLY.  WE ARE HOPING TO RESOLVE THE VACANT PARTY LEADER POSITION 

LATER IN THIS AGM. 

ANOTHER BIG LOSS FOR OUR COMMITTEE IS FIONA MCEWEN WHO PUT FORWARD HER 

RESIGNATION FROM THE COMMITTEE LAST MONTH. THE MAIN REASON FIONA HAS RESIGNED IS 

BECAUSE SHE HAS BEEN GOING HARD WITH RTV NZ SINCE ITS BEGINNING 3 YEARS AGO & NEEDS A 

BREAK. THERE IS NO ANIMOSITY AND I HAVE TO SAY THAT FIONA HAS BEEN NOTHING BUT 

EXTREMELY HELPFUL WITH THE TRANSISTION OF HER ROLES OVER TO THE COMMITTEE.  FIONA IS 

STAYING ON AS A PARTY MEMBER AND IS STILL GOING TO ADMINISTER OUR SOCIAL MEDIA, AND 

MAYBE AS OUR EVENTS ORGANIZER. 

IT HAS TO BE SAID THAT FIONA WORKED TIRELESSLY & GAVE EVERYTHING SHE COULD TO RTV NZ 

(SHE WAS KINDA LIKE THE ENGINE ROOM) – HER COMMITMENT WAS ENORMOUS. WE ARE 

SINCERELY GRATEFUL FOR EVERYTHING THAT SHE DID – A BIG BIG THANK YOU TO FIONA!  

 

LOOKING FORWARD, WE ARE PRESENTLY FOCUSSED ON A NUMBER OF ITEMS. THESE INCLUDE – 

1. THIS YEAR’S LOCAL BODY ELECTIONS. WE HAVE BEEN MEETING WITH SEVERAL GROUPS & 

INDIVIDUALS INCLUDING C&R, DEMOCRACY ACTION, MARK QUINN, COUNCILLORS KEN 

TURNER & MIKE LEE, AND VIV BECK FROM HEART OF THE CITY, & LOCAL ADVOCATE GAEL 

BALDOCK. 

2. THE 2026 GENERAL ELECTION, WHICH INCLUDES BUILDING OUR MEMBERSHIP BASE SO 

THAT WE BECOME A REGISTERED POLITICAL PARTY TO ATTRACT QUALITY CANDIDATES. 

3. HOSTING MORE EDUCATIONAL EVENTS & MOVIES. WHICH INCLUDES IAN HANDRICKS NEXT 

WEEKEND TALKING ABOUT THE POSITIVES & DANGERS OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, AND IN 

JULY WE HAVE JON FROM GE FREE TO TALK ABOUT THE DANGERS OF THE GENE 

TECHNOLOGY BILL.  



SO, ITS ONWARDS & UPWARDS FROM HERE –  

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR YOUR 

CONTRIBUTIONS & DEDICATION TO RTV NZ AND THE CAUSE (WHAT A FANTASTIC TEAM!) – AND 

ALSO A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OUR RTV MEMBERS WHO ALWAYS CONSISENTLY SUPPORT US- 

VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. 

AS I SAID, ITS ONWARDS & UPWARDS FROM HERE – WHICH REMINDS ME OF OUR THEME SONG BY 

JOURNEY, “DON’T STOP BELIEVING!” 

 

THANK YOU EVERYONE 

MICHAEL AVENELL 

RTV NZ CHAIRMAN 

 

 

   

 


